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This Week 


The King and I-City 
Center 4/18. Jan Clay- 
ton, Zachary Scott star- 
red, 


Waiting for Godot- 
Goiden 4/19. Michael 
Myerberg production 
of Samuel Beckett trag- 
ic comedy. With Bert 
Lahr, E, G. Marshall, 


Next Week 


Goodbye Again-Hayes 
4/24, Revival of Scott- 
Haight comedy 1932 with 
Donald Cook, Polly Row- 
les. 


Colbert Returns 


Claudette Colbert in 
Janus for a few months 
replacing Margaret Sull- 
avan won top praises of 
Chapman, News, and Mc- 
Clain, Journal American, 
She gives a beguiling per- 
formance in a nice little 
sex farce, notes News man, 
While McClain thought 
she gave it a less flamboy- 
ant interpretation, which 
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The Beautiful People-Theatre East 4/10, New arena 
theatre 's debut performance received a mild pro from Mc- 
Harry, News, and a mild con from Herridge, Post. News 
drama reporter found new basement theatre attractive. 
Though he didn't like the first act, he did admit that second 
act plus some fine acting made evening worthwhile. Post 
drama editor dissented. She also found the 3 sided arena 
theatre attractive and chic, but feared Saroyan's play had 
dated badly in the past 15 years. As for the cast, only Karl 
Williams catches the whimsical humor of his role, the others 
all seem a bit embarrassed uttering their beatitudes. 


Hits Revisited 


Pajama Game.Long run musical is still a smash show, 
reports Hobe, Variety. Julie Wilson, who replaced Pat Mar- 
shall, is an effective, ingratiating performer who handles 
her songs expertly, Original male performers are still fine. 
One of reasons show stays so attractive, adds Hawkins, World 
Telegram-Sun, is the continued fine performance of John 
Raitt. 


Bus Stop. A fine Inge script that deals with the facts of 
life in a tone that is hilarious and touching presented by a 
superlative cast is what keeps Bus Stop the hit it is, comments 
Hawkins, WT&S. New leading players, Barbara Baxley, Dick 
Yorke and Kent Smith, are agreeable and colorful, okays Jess, 
Variety. 


Interview Hi-Lite 


Bert Lahr, Waiting for Godot, picked his current play be- 
cause he considers it a very important one, he told Peper, 
WT&S, It has a great deal of symbolism that can be interpreted 


remains enormously amus- many ways. People either love it or hate it, he admitted. 


ing. 


Strip for Action, which has had as hec- 
tic a tryout tour of any recent show, closed 
in Pittsburgh, Producers Howard Hoyt and 
Harold Patterson announced that it would be 
rewritten and would re-open in 4 weeks. 
Patterson is a newly added partner in the 
musical, producers Igor Cassini and William 
Costin, Jr, having resigned, 


Plays 


Silk Stockings closed...Stars of many 
Broadway plays gave curtain speeches last 
week urging patrons to buy tickets for Mr. 
Johnson which have to close if business does 
not increase rapidly... Bus Stop closes Ap- 
ril 21...A Month in the Country has extended 
its run to May 13...Wake Up Darling opens 
May 2 at Barrymore... New Lindsay and 
Crouse musical will have satire of Grace 
Kelly wedding with Ethel Merman. 


Players 


Michael Tuchow replaced Walter Mat- 
thau, Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter... 
Jack Carter raised to top featured billing 
in Mr. Wonderful ...Helena Bliss to star 
in Show Boat at Jones Beach this summer. 
Gordon Pollock, 28, producer of Wake Up 
Darling reported missing after his plane 
was unheard from in flight from Detroit to 
NY. 


Other Broadways 


Moscow's "All Union Conference on 
Shakespeare" was attended by 200 produ- 
cers, actors, critics... Tennessee Williams 
new play Sweet Bird of Youth opened at 
Studio M Playhouse, Coral Gables, Florida. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Affair of Honor sold to Bartlett-Peck 
Films for $75,000 , Gregory Peck to star 
in film version... IrwinShaw signed to write 
screen.version of Desire Under the Elms, 


Laurence Olivier's next film to be Macbeth. 


Summer Playhouses 


Westbury Music Fair, LI, to open 14 
week season June 18... Two companies of 
The Chalk Garden will tour, one with the 
Gish Sisters,the other With Gladys Coop- 
er and Betsy von Furstenberg... King John 
opens season June 26 of American Shake- 
speare Festival Theatre, Stratford, Conn 
...Allenberry Playhouse, Pa, Opens 26 wk 
season May 5 with Dear Charles... Towers 
Summer Theatre, Cedar Grove, NJ, to be 
operated by Hal Lawrence, Danny Hope. 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


"Festival of Gershwin" will be pre- 
sented May 12 on NBC TV by Max Leibman 
...Dr, Frank Baxter's series "Shakespeare 
on TV" will be revived on WCBS-TV April 
29...NBC TV planning to present Saint Joan 
in Oct with Siobhan McKenna...CBS TV 
planning to present 2 hour production of 
Show Boat next season. 


Theatre Book Notes 


"Six Prose Comedies of Moliere" an 
English version by George Grayeley pub- 
lished by Oxford,..''Three Tragedies" by 
Garcia Lorca published by New Directions 
.-.'"'No Time for Sergeants" published by 
RandomHouse, 


Show Plane Notes 


Chicago Show Plane trip April 24-26 
headed by Roger Dettner, Chicago Amer- 
ican, features 4 Broadway shows, plus 2 
meals at Sardi's, and transportation via 
Capital Airlines, and room at New Yorker 
hotel for $143, 89. 170 are to make trip. 
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GREEN 


ROOM 


DEPARTMENT 


PRODUCER'S BILLING... Theatrical producers should face up to the fact that they aren't 
personalities, points out Chapman, News, Today's crop are so busy and serious that 
they don't have time to acquire color, They don't get drunk, they don't spend like 
maharajahs, they don't get in scandals, and they don't wear clerical colors, They 
can put their names as big as they want on the signboards, but they are mistaken 
if they think their names mean anything to the public, Finally, critic urged, they 
should take their names off the theatre awnings. 


COLUMN TIPS... Ziegfeld Follies has banned theatre parties, reports Winchell...Orson 
Welles preparing a musical version of Julius Caesar, hears Walker...New Faces 
skit to be on Ziegfeld Follies, notes Kilgallen, 


MR. JOHNSON DANCES...New play boasts some stunning dance episodes, dance frag- 
ments and action patterns devised by Pearl, rates Terry, Herald Tribune. The 
dance passages are so exciting that whether or not one approves of the play itself 
becomes temporarily unimportant as the drums rumble out their irresistible rhy- 
thms, cries of ecstasy arise and bodies spring into the air, vibrate sensually, twist 
and undulate with the urgency of the dance. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS,..Friday night openings hint at a producer's lack of confidence 
in his play, since it's well known that fewer readers look at reviews on Saturdays, 
expounds Watts, Post... Foreign scripts this season have been superior to the US 
output, believes Coleman, Mirror. 


DRAMA MAIL BOX,.. Author Stuart Cloete praised the Off-Broadway production of 
Plough and the Stars in Times letter as fine in very respect... The closing of the 
box-office at certain NY playhouses is often done loud enough to annoy players and 
playgoers, points out C, D, subscriber. 


NEW THEATRE FANS... Teen-agers attending Three Penny Opera for three and four 
performances each may be training a new set of theatre fans, Stanley Chase, co- 
producer of Theatre De Lys hit, told McHarry, News. Kids come to show the first 
time as a result of diverse recorded versions of ''The Moritat,"' 


PROS & CONS BY T.M,K 


The Beaver Coat at Greenwich Proposed plan of 4 new Lincoln Sq 
Mews presented some fine acting in theatres is fine, but the current crop of 
an interesting museum piece, The playgoers better not give up their favorite 
fact that show had several directors hobby awaiting their opening. Even in the 
prior to opening was evident, but all short period this plan has been discussed, 
seemed to agree that the way to put 3 theatres have been torn down . 


dated play over was by doing it LOUD. 
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OFF 
BROADWAY 


Circle in the Square 4 hour product- 
ion of O'Neill's The Iceman Cometh will 
feature Jason Robards as Hickey and Far- 
rell Pelly as Harry Hope. Revival will 
open May 8, and performances will start 
at 7 30 PM. 


Off Broadway shows which closed in- 
clude Antigone, The Beaver Coat and Pl- 
ough and the Stars. 


GBS The Man of Destiny will be pre- 
sented in repertory with Candida at 
Downtown Theatre, 83 E4 starting April 
25. First play will be offered Mondays 
through Fridays, Candida, Fridays to 
Sundays...Romeo and Juliet has extend- 
ed its run at Jan Hus House to May 13... 
William Jackson replaced G. Wood in 
Thunder Rock... Tempo Playhouse has 
postponed its April 24 opening of The 
Maids pending final approval of its app- 
lication for theatre license... David Ross, 
producer of 4th St. Theatre, will study 
Russian theatre for a month in Moscow 
.-.-Absalom by Lionel Abel with George 
Gayner and Alan Ansara opens May 3 at 
Harlequin Theatre, 122-2nd Av...Hedda 
Gabler will be presented in a reading 
May 14 at YMHA with Earle Hyman, Jane 
White, Will Kuluva, Fred o'Neal. 


Anna Lucasta presented at Temple 
Theatre, 242 E 14, received two con not- 
ices from Adler, Times, and Geor, Var- 
iety, Both feared 1944 Broadway play 
was badly dated. Variety mugg did okay 
some of the acting. 


Plough and the Stars presented by 
Craftsmen at Barbizon Plaza Theatre 
drew 2 mild notices, Goer, Variety, and 
Frank, Women's Wear, thought inspite 
of some faults of direction and acting, 
the brillance of the O'Casey script 
made it worthwhile. 


THEATRE 


Ti BOOK 


COMMENTS 


"Advice to a Young Critic" by Bernard 
Shaw, edited by E J West (Crown) was high- 
ly recommended by Atkinson, Times, as a 
nourishing book made out of some rather 
thin material. 


THEATRE 


RECORD 
COMMENTS 


"Richard III"' LP-Victwr-taken from the 
soundtrack of the Laurence Olivier film was 
okayed by Lask, Times, as a valuable addit- 
ion. Also recommemled were the two discs 


by Old Vic company of Romeo and Juliet. and 
Macbeth, 


THEATRE 


COMMENTS 


“Twentieth Century" presented on CBS- 
TV Ford with Orson Welles had enough vit- 
ality left in its TV version to be a hit in new 
mediumtoo, noted Herm, Variety. Critic felt 
that Welles, for once, was not hammy enough. 
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